04/11/02 THU 14:43 FAX 



536 4598 



FULBR I GHT- JAWOR 



@004 



5>' 



84. 



a) providing a recombinant mu opioid receptor polypeptide comprising the 
contiguous amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:8, or SEQ 

\ ID NO: 17; \^ 

b) obtaining ^candidate substance; and 

c) testing the ability of said candidate substance to bind to said opioid receptor. 

The process of claim 83 wherein the step of testing the ability of the candidate substance 
to bind to the opioid receptor involves determining the binding affinity of the candidate 
substance to the receptor. 



e 



«6. 



The process of claim 83 wherein the step of testing the ability of the candidate substance 
to bind to the opioid receptor involves determining the intrinsic activation ability of the 
candidate substance for the receptor. 

A proxess for screening a candidate substance for its ability to bind to a mu opioid 
receptorcompri sing: 

(a) providing a recombinant opioid receptor polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid 
seque\e comprising at least 35 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, 
including^ guanine nucleotide at position 389 of SEQ ID NO:7; 
contacting the substance with the recombinant opioid receptor polypeptide; and 
detecting the ability of the candidate substance to bind to the recombinant opioid 
receptor polypeptide. 



(b) 
(c) 



87. 



88. 



The process of claim 86, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 45 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 

The process of claim 86, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 50 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 
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89. The process of claim 86, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 75 

contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
of SEQ IDNO:7. 



90. The process of claim 86, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 100 

contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQlDNO:7. 

le process of claim 86, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises the nucleotide 
seqitaice of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 of SEQ ID 
NO:7. x 

$ ■ 

92. The process ofcclaim 86, wherein detecting the ability of the candidate substance to bind 
to the recombinaXppioid receptor polypeptide involves measuring (i) the ability of the 
recombinant opioid receptor polypeptide to bind the candidate substance; (ii) ability of 
the candidate substance to activate ion channels in a cell membrane; or (ii) modulation of 
ion channels in the cell membrane of part (ii). 



93 . The process of claim 86, wherein recombinant opioid receptor polypeptide is chimeric. 



94: 



A process for screening a candidate substance for its ability to bind to an opioid receptor 
comprising: 

(a) expressing a recombinant opioid receptor polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid 
sequence comprising at least 35 contiguous bases of SEQ ID NO:7, including the 
guanine nucleotide at position 389 of SEQ ID NO: 7; 

(b) contacting the candidate substance with the recombinant opioid receptor 
polypeptide; and 

(c) detecting the ability of the candidate substance to bind to the recombinant opioid 
receptor polypeptide. 
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95 . The process of claim 94, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 40 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 

96. The process of claim 94, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 45 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 

97. The process of claim 94, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 50 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 

r 

98. The process of claim 94, wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 75 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 

' 99. The process of claim 94f wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises at least 1 00 

contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 
ofSEQIDNO:7. 

c 

1 00. The process of claim 94,' wherein the nucleic acid sequence comprises the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ TD NO:7, including the guanine nucleotide at position 389 of SEQ ID 
NO:7. 

101. The process of claim 94>herein recombinant opioid teceptor polypeptide is chimeric- 
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